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South Coast Holiday Areas Targeted 


By Irresponsible Logging Industry





The National Parks Association has warned that the logging industry has targeted some of the most popular South Coast holiday areas for intensive logging and woodchipping and that thousands of jobs are at risk.  This is revealed in the logging industry plan released this week in negotiations over the future of the Southern Forests, between Nowra and Narooma., 





"The industry  proposal is outrageous.  It threatens to destroy the scenic qualities and the water quality of the forested coastal catchments  which sustain the holiday and tourism industry on the South Coast, as well as the fishing industry and water supplies for local towns", said Noel Plumb, NPA Executive Officer.





"The industry has officially called for a near 250% increase in logging on the South Coast.  The industry also proposes that South Coast forests be managed  on the same basis as the notorious Eden and East Gippsland woodchip clearfelling operations."





"Swimming, boating , fishing and  wildlife spotting  on the lovely coastal rivers and lakes of the South Coast, the best left in NSW, will all be severely affected.  Very large areas of the 4 major South Coast river catchments, the Shoalhaven, Clyde, Moruya and Tuross, are targeted by the industry plan, as are the forests around the magnificent and sensitive coastal lakes such as Swan Lake, Lake Conjola, Termeil Lake, Meroo Lake and Lake Durass.  All will be laid open to intensive logging and woodchipping,”





"Under these plans the future for the catchments and their dependent holiday and tourism industry is bleak.  These sectors  of the South Coast economy are almost wholly based on a high quality natural environment which attracts holiday makers from Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne in tens of thousands each year.  Towns like Nowra, Huskisson, Milton, Ulladulla, Bendalong, Batemans Bay, Moruya, Cobargo and Narooma can all expect to have significant damage to their economies and a severe loss of amenity for their residents, visitors and holiday home owners." 





"The native forest logging industry is worth no more than $3 million dollars a year in  economic activity for the South Coast but tourism is valued by the local Councils at more than $500 million  a year and  the  region's commercial fishing industry is worth some $17 million a year.  Tourism related employment is more than 6000 people while the logging industry employs less than 150." 


 


 “The catchments must be protected in new parks as proposed by the NPA and other conservation and community groups to protect the industries and communities which depend on them.”





Further information and comment:  Noel Plumb 9233 4660 or 0412 975 575





Sources : South Coast Area Industry Resource Plan -  Forest Products Association 1999,


Eurobodalla Plan of Management 1998, Shoalhaven Council Profile and Statement of Economic Impact 1996/7, Southern Forests Catchment Values and Threats -  Atech Group 1999.  


