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 South Coast Forests Will Burn Too -


Biomass Just Another Form of Woodchipping





The National Parks Association has condemned legislation** introduced to Parliament yesterday by the Carr Government as hypocritical and laying the foundations for intensive logging and clearfelling of South Coast forests to fuel electricity power plants. 





"So called 'biomass' logging will just be another form of woodchipping",  said Noel Plumb, Executive Officer of NPA and a negotiator for the South East Forest Alliance in the current negotiations over the South Coast forests.  "This hypocritical legislation attempts to sanctify intensive industrial logging of high volume and low value as a source of 'renewable' energy.  This from a Government first elected on a promise to save the forests."





"This move by the Carr Government now shows why the logging industry has so confidently and so publicly proposed intensive logging on the South Coast to fuel power plants - they know that they have the support of the Carr Government."





"Just two days ago, representatives of the South East Forest Alliance showed ABC television News massive, recent clearfelling for woodchips on the South Coast,   This was not on the edge of the notorious Eden woodchip zone but at the northern end of the Clyde River catchment, only a little south of Ulladulla.  Massive erosion was evident and the Clyde River and its associated tourism, recreation, fishing and oyster industries is clearly under terrible threat."





"This is merely a foretaste of things to come unless the public of NSW and the South Coast communities demand a stop to intensive logging and to this hypocritical legislation.





"Maybe biomass burning has a limited place for agricultural waste such as straw or crushed cane in selected local co-generation plants but not as open slather on  our native forests with their complex ecology and already threatened wildlife. "





"Claims that this biomass logging is merely forest waste which would otherwise decay and add to greenhouse gases anyway are a nonsense.  Much of the carbon from fallen trees or logging debris is locked into the soil, thus reducing greenhouse impacts.  Intensive logging also severely disturbs forest soils, releasing significant carbon dioxide to the atmosphere."





For Further Comment :  Noel Plumb  0412 975 575 or 9233 4660





** Natural Resource Legislation (Rural Environmental Services) Bill





